ONTARIO ASSOCIATION FOR IMPACT ASSESSMENT

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

TAKE NOTICE that the Annual General Meeting of members of the Ontario Association for Impact Assessment will be held at:

Fenn Lounge, Residence Commons, Carleton University, 1125 Colonel By Drive, Ottawa

Wednesday, 19 November 2008

At the hour of four thirty o’clock in the afternoon to:

1. receive the report of the Outging President.

2. receive the report of the Incoming President.

3. receive the financial statement.

4. receive the reports of the standing committees.

5. elect directors.

6. ratify the acts of the directors.

7. transact such other business as may properly come before the meeting or any adjournments thereof.

By order of the Board of Directors

Simon Miles

Secretary
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                                                                                  2008 Annual Conference
                                                                                 November 19 & 20 

                                                                                  Carleton University Ottawa
Going Green: Implications for Environmental Assessment in Ontario
The Ontario Association for Impact Assessment’s (OAIA) annual conference will take place on November 19th and 20th, 2008 at Carleton University in Ottawa, Ontario. This year’s conference is entitled “Going Green: Implications for Environmental Assessment in Ontario”.  A number of factors are driving the move to ‘Go Green’, in Ontario and across the globe.  The latest International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reports anticipate that global society has only 15 years to take serious action to prevent an irreversible change to the world’s climate.  In the fall of 2007, Ontario released its Action Plan on Climate Change, outlining many comprehensive and forward-looking steps on the environment.  Implementation of Ontario’s Plan will transform the way we live and work and how we encourage and support businesses and industries that think green.   Such transformations can and will have profound long-term effects on our society.  This Conference will examine how environmental assessment (EA) may be implicated, how EA may need to change to support the transformation and the key role it can play in Ontario’s move to a low carbon economy.

Structured as a series of plenary sessions, the Conference is organized around three key themes:

· the legislative and regulatory framework required to support green development; 

· the tools required to ensure EA remains relevant to decision-makers in the new green economy and; 

· the key challenges and opportunities specific to the energy, transportation/infrastructure and waste sectors. 
Due to the increasing intensity of climate change, there are a greater number of variables that can affect the outcome of strategic environmental assessment (SEA) and project EA processes than in the past.  By modifying EA and SEA processes outside the traditional realm, it could be possible to anticipate the side-effects of policies, plans, programmes or projects which are proposed in the vein of moving towards a society that is biophysically, socially and economically greener.  Conference participants will explore, learn and understand how the practice of SEA and project EA can be improved in ways to support a transformation to a greener future.  
