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Presentation Overview

1. Key questions in socio-economic 
assessment program design

2. The Community Well-Being  and 
Asset Framework

3. Overview of socio-economic 
Assessment Methods

4. Focus on Economic Modeling and 
Public Attitude Research

5. Refining the Framework and 
Approach

Community Well-Being 
and 

Socio-economic 
Assessment 

New Nuclear at Darlington 
Project 

Calgary Parallel Runway 
Project
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Project Features

New Nuclear at Darlington Project

Å Construction and Operation of up to 4 new 
nuclear reactor units on the Darlington 
Nuclear (DN) site

Å Set in rural area undergoing transition 
through rapid population growth

Å Site Preparation and Construction Phase 
could involve up to 3,500 Construction 
workers

Å Multi-billion dollar capital expenditure

Å Operations and Maintenance Phase could 
involve up to 1,400 workers per two reactor 
units

Å Multi-million dollar annual operating 
expenditure\

Å May involve cooling towers or ñonce-throughò 
lake water cooling

Calgary Parallel Runway Project

Å Construction and Operation of up to a second 
runway at the Calgary International Airport site

Å Set within City of Calgary limits surrounded by 
commercial / industrial and existing residential 
developments

Å Project involves closure of major arterial road 
across the airport site and a recreational 
pathway

Å $500 M dollar capital expenditure

Å Operations will involve changes in flight paths 
and noise exposures

Å Runway project will allow for improved airport 
operations, lower air emissions and terminal 
expansion
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Status of the Environmental Assessments

Fall 2006:

Project Description submitted by Ontario 

Power Generation (OPG) to Canadian 

Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC)

Winter 2007:

CNSC requests the federal Minister of the 

Environment to refer OPGôs proposed 

project to a Review Panel. 

Spring 2008:

New Nuclear at Darlington Project referred 

to a review panel

Spring 2009:

Final Environmental Impact Statement 

Guidelines and Joint Review Panel 

Agreement Issued

Fall 2009:

Environmental Impact Statement Submitted 

by OPG 

Winter 2008:

Project initiated by Calgary Airport Authority with  

Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency, 

Transport Canada and other Federal Authorities

Spring 2009:

Calgary Airport Authority prepares and consults on 

draft Environmental Assessment scoping report and 

self-directed EA process

Summer 2009

Federal Minister of Environment encourages 

Calgary Airport Authority to complete a self-directed 

Environmental Assessment

Ongoing: 

Environmental Assessment continues

Summer 2010

Airport Authority to make decision on EA and 

Project

New Nuclear at Darlington Project Calgary Parallel Runway Project



What is the overall goal for the Socio-economic Assessment  and Community 
Well-Being approach?

ÅAre the communities potentially affected better or worse off ?

How can the concept of Community Well-Being be operationalized? 

ÅHow should ñCommunity Well-Beingò be defined ?

ÅWhat are the key considerations in assessing a projectôs implications on Community Well-Being ?

What are the likely Socio-Economic effects  of the Project?

ÅHow can they be quantified or otherwise described ?

ÅHow can multiple sources, pathways and effects be described ?

ÅHow can adverse effects be managed ?

ÅHow can positive effects be enhanced ?

ÅHow significant are they ?

Key Questions in Socio-economic Assessment 

Program Design 



Community Well-Being Defined



ñA state offinancial/economic, physical, human, social and natural assets 
possessed or desired by a community which enable its residents, organizations 
and institutions to support each other in performing all the functions of  life and 
in developing their maximum potentialò (AECOM, 2009).

Community Well-Being Defined


